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Religion    

New pastor, a Harvard grad, brings search for
tolerance to Southlake
At Pathways Church, a Unitarian Universalist congregation in Southlake, new pastor can
express his deep concern for human rights and tolerance
BY TERRY LEE GOODRICH
tgoodrich@star-telegram.com
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SOUTHLAKE — When an exasperated phone receptionist
hung up on Tony Lorenzen nearly 20 years ago, she had no
way of knowing the effect she would have on his life.

Lorenzen, an earnest college student seeking his life’s work,
had been recommended by a Catholic campus minister for a
program to explore entering the priesthood.

"I was dating someone pretty seriously, and I thought that
would impact her," said Lorenzen, 42, of Fort Worth. He
called the bishop’s office to ask whether he could bring the
woman along.

"Stop joking," said the woman who answered the phone.

Click.

"That starting the ball rolling, with me eventually ending up
here," said the Rev. Lorenzen, who has been pastor of
Pathways Church, a Unitarian Universalist congregation in
Southlake, for two months.

In his new post, he has already been outspoken on
controversial issues such as equal rights for gay, lesbian,
transgendered and bisexual people. He led Pathways, which
has about 100 members, in a candlelight vigil at Southlake
Town Square on Sept. 17, part of a national effort called
Seven Straight Nights for Equal Rights.

"I have a huge interest in human rights and peace studies,"
said Lorenzen, who lives in far north Fort Worth.

Direction determined

He traces his interest in religion to his childhood observations.
He is the son of an American Indian man and a Portuguese woman who divorced when he was 10.

"I was raised by my very liberal Catholic mom," said Lorenzen, a native of Leominster, Mass. "She church-hopped
when people didn’t treat her as she thought she should be after she became divorced."

After graduating from Leominster High School in 1984, he earned a Bachelor of Arts in English at Fitchburg State
College in Fitchburg, Mass., in 1990. He also served a senior internship with Amnesty International in Somerville,
Mass.

Then came his tentative step toward Catholic priesthood — and his decisive step away.

"My relationship with the girl ended anyway," he said with a laugh.

Trying new things

He met his future wife, Tina Gaudet, when they performed for a wedding — she as singer, he as guitarist — in May
1990. They married in July 1992 and have a son, Zackary, 12.

After earning his master’s in divinity from Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., in 1994, he pastored
Massachusetts churches, taught ethics and New Testament in urban Catholic schools and served as a hospice
chaplain.

Lorenzen had a brush with politics in Massachusetts, where he ran unsuccessfully as the Green Party candidate for
lieutenant governor in 2002.

"When I was campaigning, I would freely speak my mind on supporting universal healthcare and environmental
issues," he said. "I had to watch what I said in front of school administrators, and I realized I was in the wrong place."

He learned about the opening at Pathways through the Boston-based Unitarian Universalist Association. He knew in
his June interview with church leaders that the job would be a good fit.

"I was really attracted by the amount of energized spiritual folks here, the vibrant contemporary worship, the way
folks here are really willing to try new things if past forms don’t work in a contemporary world," Lorenzen said.

The church’s willingness to be a welcoming congregation for gay, lesbian, transgendered and bisexual people also
impressed him, he said.

"I looked at my wife and son and said, 'It’s Texas. Are you ready to go to Texas?’ "

They were.

'It’s about tolerance’

One of Lorenzen’s goals is to educate people about Unitarian Universalism.

"There are many people who are Bible-thumpers or Bible-bashers. We’re neither," he said. "We’re noncreedal and
nondogmatic. It’s about tolerance."

While the denomination has its historical roots in Christianity, it includes aspects of earth-centered religions,
humanism — which holds that people can be religious without God — and major world religions, such as Islam,
Hinduism and Buddhism. (Lorenzen leads Buddhist meditation at the church on Wednesdays.)

What Unitarian Universalists have in common is a search for spirituality, he said. Each congregation is independent
and democratic.

The denomination, with an estimated 250,000 Americans, ordains women and gay people and affirms same-sex
marriages.

Lorenzen said that many people biased against gay people hide behind religion.

"You can make up all sorts of reasons — biblical tradition, or your grandmother told you, or it’s Tuesday under the full
moon," he said. "But either you’re a bigot, or you’re not. Either everyone has the same worth, or they don’t. For me,
that’s pretty cut and dried."

Commitment praised

The Rev. Melinda Veatch, executive director of Tarrant Area Community of Churches, said she became acquainted
with Lorenzen at recent meetings of faith-based groups to seek a solution to local homelessness.



"He has a strong commitment to missions and community, and he brings a lot of energy to that, along with a sense of
humor," she said.

During Pathways’ search for a pastor, church leaders considered many candidates, said Eugene Stockton, a
member of the church’s pastor search committee.

"I was impressed with his background and his ability to preach," Stockton said. "He’s warm and loving and caring.

"His sermons are very thoughtful and give you things to think about. We like that intellectual challenge."

Tony Lorenzen
Pastor of Pathways Church in Southlake, a Unitarian Universalist congregation

Age: 42

Education: Bachelor of Arts in English, Fitchburg State College, Fitchburg, Mass.; Master of Divinity from Harvard
Divinity School

Background: 2002 Green Party candidate for lieutenant governor in Massachusetts

Family: Wife, Tina; son, Zackary, 12

Hobbies: Playing guitar and chess, reading and blogging

TERRY LEE GOODRICH, 817-685-3812
 

Featured Advertisers

High School Sports DFW Online Yellow Pages Local Shopping

Find a Car Apartments Local Jobs

Rent Chocolate Fountains Mortgage Refinance French Door
Travel Insurance Dallas Concert Tickets Online Auto Insurance Quote

Ads by Yahoo!

Anytime Locksmiths
Local DFW Area
Locksmith Since 1949.
Commercial,
Residential,
anytimelocksmith

Dalworth Carpet
Cleaning
$50 Off 5 Rooms or
More. Serving
Southlake and North
TX since
Dalworth.com

Top 10 Southlake
Texas
See The Communities &
Homes For Sale in All
Prices.
GotoDFW.com



Lynn Smith Chevrolet
Home of the $14.95 oil, lube,
filter and car wash!

I-30 Exit 6 Las Vegas Trail
10 Year 100K Mile Warranty -
Best in America. To View
Specials Click Here!

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Click HERE to Access
Thousands of Jobs at Great
Places to Work!

Look Younger...Feel Confident
Discover the Underlying Beauty
of Your Skin.

Drive The Truck of The Year
Click Here for Internet Savings!



About the McClatchy Company  | Terms of Use & Privacy Statement  | Copyright

SITE SERVICES  | RSS  | Contact Us  | Employment  | Newsroom Ethics

READER SERVICES  | Subscribe  | Events  | Photo Sales  | Press Pass  | Reader Rewards e-Newsletter  | Newspaper in Education

ADVERTISING INFO  | Newspaper Media Kit  | Online Media Kit  | Contact Information  | Classified Ads

CLASSIFIEDS  | Place an Ad  | Find an Ad  | Jobs  | Cars  | Real Estate  | Apartments  | Online Degree Center  | Pets & Livestock  | Star-TelPages  |
Yellow Pages

SPECIAL PRODUCTS  | DFW Auto Link  | North Texas Cars  | Weddings  | Bridal Magazine  | Bridal Show  | Neighborhood Values  | Find a Home

SPECIAL SECTIONS  | Horizons  | Medical Technology  | Vacations  | Weddings  | Weight Management

NEWS  | Obituaries  | Breaking News  | Crime & Safety  | Local  | National  | Fort Worth  | Arlington  | NE Tarrant  | Local Schools Guide  |
Watchdog

BUSINESS  | Barnett Shale Blog  | Cowboys Stadium  | Local Development  | Savvy Consumer  | Sky Talk Blog  | Work Faces  | Mitchell Schnurman

SPORTS  | Cowboys  | Rangers  | Mavericks  | Stars  | Colleges  | High Schools  | dfwVarsity  | Randy Galloway  | Gil LeBreton  | Jim Reeves

ENTERTAINMENT  | Arts  | Best of DFW  | Books  | Celebrities  | Concerts  | Events Calendar  | Today's events  | Movies  | Music  | Weekend/Go!  |
Ready, Set, Go!  | Reviews  | Restaurants  | Stage  | Television  | Video & DVD

YOUR LIFE  | Click  | Family  | Food  | Health  | Home & Garden  | Horoscope  | Religion  | Pets & Livestock  | Travel  | Weddings

OPINION  | Cheers & Jeers  | Editorials  | Letters to the Editor  | Linda Campbell  | J.R. Labbe  | Bob Ray Sanders  | Jack Z. Smith  | More
Columnists

AFFILIATE SITES

dfwVarsity.com

Dallas-Fort Worth Crime

Diario La Estrella

Panache Magazine

Indulge Luxury Magazine

Accents Shopping

Mansfield News-Mirror

Weatherford Telegram

Alliance publications

The Southlake Journal

The Colleyville Courier

The Grapevine Courier

The Flower Mound
Messenger

The Keller Citizen


